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wives cultivating the land in small patches for ftod. They
are a manly race, and I had a criminal case to investigate
on this occasion which was sufficiently striking to record
here.

A young Sonthal, a fine handsome young fellow, standing six
feet high, wished to marry, but unfortunately lacked the money
to furnish the indispensable wedding feast. The natural
Sonthal mode of earning money, of course, occurred to him, and
so he waited and watched, searching the jungles early and
late, until he slew a tiger and could claim the Government
reward of ten rupees. Then the much-wished-for marriage was
celebrated, with all the magnificence that ten rupees could
afford, with much beating of drums, blowing of flutes, and
libations of the juice of the " mowa."

The ceremony being concluded, the newly-wedded pair settled
down to their joint life, she to cultivate the ground near her
husband's hut, and he to hunt. One day, returning early from
hunting, he saw a man, a former and, he feared, a favoured
rival, standing talking with his wife. He concealed his suspicion
at the time, but the next day, instead of hunting as usual, he
returned after a short time and concealed himself in a tree
which commanded the path to his house.

Soon the lover appeared, and glancing round cautiously,
entered the house. The husband waited for a while, then,
descending from the tree, grasped his spear, and going stealthily
to his house, surprised and killed with one blow the two guilty
ones. His wife he buried decently, with a groan and a sigh;,
He then cut off his rival's head, and casting the body to the
pigs and dogs, he carried the head to the nearest magistrate,
recounted what had happened, and requested to be hanged.
He was imprisoned for life.

While I was still out in the district, the orders of Government
Reached me. My resignation was not accepted, but I was
teeiEoved from the Hazaribagh district and ordered to take over
charge of Noacolly in Southern Bengal. This involved not
only change of scene, but complete change of language. In
Hazaribagh all tho work of the district was carried on in Urdu,
with which language I was thoroughly acquainted; while at
Noacolly the whole population spoke and wrote Bengali, which